7/9/2026 Kanopy 2025/26 Season at the Overture Center for the Arts
Contact Susanne Voeltz for Kanopy Dance susivoeltzpr@gmail.com

Kanopy Dance Season 2025/26

A Season of Ethereal Beauty.Expression. Theater. Expression
Tickets on Sale August 14,2025
: https.//’www.overture.org/ 608.258.4141

Puppet Master
A Glam Rock Ballet
Choreographed by Robert E. Cleary
Puppet Master will be the Ultimate Theatrical Experience in Visual Story Telling!
Vibe to the Dynamic Energy of Animated Stage Lighting, Moodscapes and other
Special Effects... All Synced to Creative Dance Moves and
the Powerful Beat of
Cello Metal!
October 2- 5, 2025
Thursday 7pm, Friday 7pm, Saturday 4 & 7pm, Sunday 2pm
Reception at Promenade Terrace to meet the Artists after the Friday night show
Promenade Hall, Overture Center for the Arts

b

Concert goers will chill and delight as they follow the tormented “Mohawk Man”,
(Biker Boy), into a netherworld of enchantment and bizarre altered reality under
the spell of the “Puppet Master” and alluringly freaky “China Dolls”
who hold “Biker Boy” captive.

This dance concert will teem with the decibel drive of cello metal as dancers,
veiled in fantastical glam metal garb, explore cliché and the physicality of angst
with movement, lightness (and a touch of ironic humor).

Its also a great concert to let loose, have some fun and dress up as a “splashy
metal star”. If so inspired, our award -winning NYC based costume designer,
David Quinn, says “think spandex, leather, neon, studs, chains, sparkle, animal
print, fishnet, everything too short and too tight... iiber make-up and
hair-hair-hair!”

Holiday Joy & Dazzle

Kanopy Lights up the Stage
with a Multicultural Celebration
Winter Fantasia; Reimagined


mailto:susivoeltzpr@gmail.com
https://www.overture.org/

Scandinavian legends and a festive ode to the revered Hindu Festival “Navratri”
Told through the Magic of Dance
December 4-7, 2025
Thursday 7pm, Friday 7pm, Saturday 4 & 7pm, Sunday 1 & 4pm
Reception at Promenade Terrace to meet the Artists after the Friday night show
Promenade Hall, Overture Center for the Arts

Kanopy lights up the stage for the holidays with Winter Fantasia: Reimagined, a
multi-cultural celebration showcasing a mosaic of cultural traditions. At the heart
of Winter Fantasia: Reimagined is “Chalo Ramiye”, an ancient
community folk dance (known as garba that dates to the 15" Century”)
choreographed and newly remade by South Asian guest artist Udbhav Desai. The
ritual “garba’ dance originated in the Indian state of Gujarat and is performed
during Navratri, the longest and largest dance festival in the world.
Authentic traditional costumes and jewelry worn by the dancers in “Chalo Ramiye,
are from a rare collection curated by the late Bijalben Patel, a lifelong Garba
choreographer and dancer.

Two cherished and enchanting winter stories rooted in Scandinavian folklore:
“Once Upon a Winter's Eve” and “The Norse Tree of Life,” conceived by
Kanopy s artistic director Lisa Thurrell, and performed in lavish, elaborately
detailed costuming designed by noted New York artist David Quinn, continue to be
a treasured part of the program. And the joyful and sassy, “Winter in the City,” set
to the iconic Leonard Bernstein score for “On the Town”, and charged with fancy
footwork completes the lineup.

Kanopy Dance
Guest Stars in the
Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra’s

Production of
Masterworks 111
Regeneration
February 27, 2026, at 7:30 PM
Dan Cavanagh Trio & Kanopy Dance Company
Capitol Theatre, Overture Center for the Arts



Universal rhythms explored through music and movement — weaving together
themes of transformation and the endless cycle of renewal. This powerful concert
presents “Please Let There Be a Paradise” by Grammy-nominated composer
Angel Lam. A hauntingly beautiful journey and reflection on love and loss, it sets
the stage for the world premiere of “Concerto for Jazz Trio” by Dan Cavanagh,
Director of the UW Mead Witter School of Music that blends contemporary jazz
with the spirit of reinvention.

Kanopy Dance is also featured as a guest star in WCO'S Regeneration. Maestro
Andrew Sewell flawlessly conducts “Regeneration: A Pentalogy” by local
composer Michael M. Bell (Bell) that is accompanied by a breathtaking
performance of Robert E. Cleary's (Cleary) and Lisa Thurrell s (Thurrell) world
premiere choreography, “Renascence”, a deeply expressive journey through the
ebb and flow of existence—nbirth, death, and the beauty that rises anew.

Cleary's and Thurrell s inspired choreography artfully moves dancers
like floating sylphs--diaphanous in metallic satins, through exquisitely crafted,
ethereal dance moves that mirror the melodic notes of Bell s symphony in five
captivating movements: “Presence”, “Awakening”, “Effervescence”, “Chaos”
and “Embrace’.

1o learn about WCO Ticketing and its 2025/26 season, please visit the Wisconsin
Chamber Orchestra at: https.//wcoconcerts.org/

Divine Mythologies:
Anna Sokolow's Epic “Odes” + Other Luminous Voices
Breaking Boundaries in Modern Dance
A Fusion Performance
Between Kanopy Dance &
Sokolow Theatre/ Dance Ensemble
Two Exciting Companies Performing in Two Cities
April 16-19, 2026
Thursday 7pm, Friday 7pm, Saturday 4 & 7pm, Sunday 2pm
Reception to meet the Artists at Promenade Terrace after the Friday night show
Promenade Hall, Overture Center for the Arts
&
April 24-26,2026
Paul Taylor Studios, 551 Grand Street, New York City. For NYC Tickets, Please
Visit: https://sokolowtheatredance.org/



https://wcoconcerts.org/
https://sokolowtheatredance.org/

Sokolow Theatre/Dance Ensemble and Kanopy Dance collaborate on a rare
remarkable performance of Anna Sokolow s (Sokolow) epic “Odes”
to be staged at concerts both in Madison and New York City.

An international cultural icon, daughter of immigrants, and social activist whose
powerful theatrical choreography profoundly shaped the course of modern dance,
Sokolow remains a vital force, a voice that was never silenced
and is a meaningful touchpoint even now as we cope with the universal challenges
of living.

Sokolow’s “Odes”, a choreography in three sections that debuted in 1965,
is a luminous, searing vision of humanity, unsparing in its demands for intense
physical concentration and dramatic depth. It is set to the music of Edgard Varese,
a progressive French /American composer and acclaimed precursor of electronic
music.

The choreography poses extreme challenges in timing, dynamics, balance,
and projection through space and requires performers to work together so closely
that the individual dancers become one- yet maintain their individuality. It is a
singular artistic challenge as eighteen dancers from the two companies join to
dance this iconic masterpiece, and a powerful dance experience not to be missed.

The program also features Lisa Thurrell’s Ekstasi,

a celestial journey inspired St. Peter s Basilica, the cathedral of art in the Vatican
City, that chronicles the ecstasy and the agony of pursuing a divine path or
transcendence. Staged against a tableau of Renaissance Baroque masterpieces,
including those of Bernini, Giotto and Michelangelo, Lisa Thurrell s choreography
artfully lifts the company of dancers-- ethereal in flowing silks- in their spiritual
ascent with a stunning series of ensemble pieces, a solo and duets.

And Robert Cleary presents Transformations, a tumultuous yet beautiful passage
through change and growth of the individual spirit. Events affect and change our
lives, and only if we face the journey-- do we find awareness, balance, and
harmony.

The Next Generation of Dance
Kanopy 2 & Academy Showcase
Performances of Iconic Kanopy Works +
Original Choreography by Academy students & Kanopy 2
May 16, 2026
Saturday 2 & S5pm



Reception at Promenade Terrace to meet the Artists after the Spm show
Promenade Hall, Overture Center for the Arts
Watch the next generation of dancers and choreographers in Kanopy s
pre-professional training program, Kanopy 2, and the Kanopy Academy ignite the
stage with new ideas, new expressions and even original choreography and
costuming developed and built by the dancers themselves.
Kanopy is so very honored to shine a special light on the 100+ dedicated students
in the Kanopy Academy and to showcase their work and their technical and
creative progress.

Kanopy Dance Company 2025/26 Season Tickets Info:
https://www.overture.org /Box Office 608.258.4141

Adult: $49.48 walk up, $56.23 online/phone

Ages 18 & Under and Students: $26.26 walk up, 329.71 online/phone
Groups of 4 or More: 344.20 walk up, $50.20 online/phone

Prices include all facility & processing fees, and sales tax.

Kanopy is a quintessential modern dance company and resident organization at the Qverture
Center for the Arts. While Kanopy “informs” its works through its roots in the Martha Graham
tradition, the Company has developed its own brand, shaping a fresh dimension and visual
language to advance modern dance. Kanopy s artistic directors, Robert E. Cleary and Lisa
Thurrell, have created dynamic new artistic benchmarks in the field by training professional
dancers, choreographing new works and collaborating with internationally recognized guest
artists. In addition to presenting an annual season of concerts at its home stage at the Qverture
Center, Kanopy undertakes select touring engagements in Chicago, Minneapolis and New York
City, and participates in outreach programs throughout the region.

In 2024, Kanopy was one of only six companies word-wide vetted in observing “GRAHAM100,”
a three-season celebration of Martha Graham Dance Company s 100" Anniversary, with our
production of Graham: In HER Voice.

In the fall of 2024, the New York Public Library for the Performing Arts filmed

Kanopy's production of Polaris at the Overture Center featuring celebrated guest artists
Daystar/Rosalie Jones, founder of the first indigenous_modern dance company in the U.S.,
Daystar: Contemporary Dance Drama of Indian America, and Daniel Fetecua Soto, former
soloist, Limon Dance Company, for inclusion in the prestigious Jerome Robbins Dance Division
Archives. located in Lincoln Center.

Kanopy 2 is Kanopy's studio company and pre-professional training program, and Kanopy s
Dance Academy offers classes and summer intensives taught by a renowned faculty at the
Kanopy Center for Modern and Contemporary Dance. To learn more, please contact Kanopy's
associate director, Susanne Voeltz, susivoeltzpr(@gmail.com or visit hittps://kanopyvdance.org/.
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